Cerne Valley Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting
Date: 11th June 2026
Location: Godmanstone Village Hall
Time: 7pm
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
· No apologies were received.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
· Fred Horsington declared an interest in:
· The allotment field
3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING (14 MAY 2026)
· The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 14 May 2026 were reviewed.
· It was resolved to approve as a true and accurate record.
FH proposed. JB seconded. All agreed.
· The minutes of the Annual meeting of the Parish Council of 14 May 2026 were reviewed.
· It was resolved to approve as a true and accurate record.
FH proposed. KB seconded. All agreed.
4. MATTERS ARISING
· No matters were raised that were not covered under the agenda.
· Cllr Jill Haynes joined the meeting at 7.05pm.
· The Chair resolved to move agenda item 15 to agenda item 4, Matters Arising.
· SEN/Aureos presented an overview of their plans to develop a new substation in Cerne Abbas.
· It was confirmed that further sessions would be arranged for the residents of Cerne Abbas.
5. CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE
· The Chair reported:
· Gordon Bishop had resigned from the Burial Extension Working Party
· An e mail had been received from a resident on 10th June 2026 with concern to the burial ground extension project. The Council will consider the e mail and respond accordingly.

6. PUBLIC DISCUSSION PERIOD
· No formal public questions were recorded.
7. DORSET COUNCIL REPORT
· Cllr Jill Haynes presented a report. The issues covered were:
· New district council boundaries
· Second home council tax levies and allocation of monies raised
· Resolved: Noted.
8. COMMITTEE REPORTS
8.1 ALLOTMENTS (KB)
· Work underway to reconcile this year’s allotment payments
· Some snagging issues with address data held on Scribe. KB and Clerk working on this 
· Plans underway to arrange a summer event on the allotments 
8.2 BURIAL GROUND
· It was noted that there is currently no Chair for the Burial Ground Committee.
· KB confirmed that the burial ground bins now have clear stickers on them confirming what the bins should be used for. KB also confirmed that she is putting out the bins for collection for the burial ground each week.
8.3 CAR PARK (LP)
· LP has been informed that the contract for the electric charging point has been transferred to a new company. 
· There was discussion around the terms of the electric charging point contract and the fact that these terms had not previously been discussed with the Council. It was agreed that LP and the Clerk would arrange a meeting with the new Company to discuss the contract.
· LP informed the Council that a member of the public had made the suggestion of introducing a QR code as an extra way to pay for parking in the car park. The Council felt that this was an idea worth exploring. LP and Clerk to look into the process of setting up this system. 
· LP brought attention to the fact that there were still problems with cars parking on the grassy area in the car park. It was proposed that a sign for no parking would be moved into a more visible area and that Gary Foote would be asked to paint some white stones and place them on the grass verge to prevent parking.   
Resolved: LP proposed. FH seconded. All agreed.
8.4 CHILDREN’S PLAY PARK (MK)
· Inspection has taken place by Elite playground. No high level risks identified. Lower-level risks will be looked at and MK will discuss possible actions with Gary Foote.
· JB brought up the issue of children climbing on containers that had been placed in the playpark by the school.  MK to contact the school and ask them to place notices asking people not to climb on containers.
8.5 FOOTPATHS & ENVIRONMENT (JB)
· There had been enquiry from a Parishioner regarding bamboo growing on the side of the river walk. JB to liaise with Environmental Agency to establish the regulations around bamboo growth.
8.6 BURIAL GROUND EXTENSION (FH)
· FH put forward three quotes that had been received to carry out a desk top survey. The three quotes were considered, and it was proposed that the contract be awarded to Terrain Archaeology in Dorchester who quoted a sum of £1,500 to carry out the desk top survey.
Resolved: FH proposed. JB seconded. All agreed
· FH to inform Brian Twigg of the decision.
8.7 PLANNING (FH)
· P/CLP/2026/02748: Information only. Installation of CCTV cameras: Cerne Abbey, Abbey Street, Cerne Abbas.
·  P/FUL/2026/02315: Retain, repair and restoration of shelter. Cerne Abbey, Abbey Street, Cerne Abbas. Response date extended to after Parish Council meeting on June 11th 2026. 
Resolved to object on the grounds that the application does not comply with Policy 2 and Policy 5 of the Neighbourhood Plan: LP proposed. FH seconded. All agreed.
· P/FUL/2026/02372: Erect building to host rural events. Up Cerne Estate. Response date extended to after Parish Council meeting on June 11th 2026. 
Resolved to object based on the following grounds:
· The application does not follow Policy 6 of the Cerne Valley Neighbourhood plan
· There already exists a venue within the Cerne Valley for such activities as noted in the application. Therefore, why is there a need for a separate venue.
· Pursuits such as those listed as examples within the application need to be 2 miles from a listed monument 
· The venue is very near to a care home which may cause issues.
JB proposed. FH seconded. All agreed.
9. FINANCIAL UPDATE
9.1 PAYMENTS FOR AUTHORISATION
· Payments were presented for approval.
Resolved to approve: FH proposed. JB seconded. All agreed.
10. GOVERNANCE REVIEW
10.1 DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY
· To consider and resolve that, in order to meet statutory submission deadlines, authority is delegated to the Clerk and the Chair to sign and submit the Annual Governance Statement and Accounting Statements, subject to completion of the Internal Audit and incorporation of any updates or recommendations arising.
Resolved: JB proposed, KB seconded. All agreed.
10.2 ANNUAL DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST
· To consider the Annual Declaration of Conflict of Interest with the External Auditor, BDO LLP.
Resolved: FH proposed, LP seconded. All agreed.
10.3 ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT
· To note that the Annual Internal Audit Report from Lantern Consulting will take place following this meeting, and that all related AGAR approvals are subject to completion of the Internal Audit and incorporation of any updates or recommendations arising.
Resolved: JB proposed, MK seconded. All agreed.
10.4 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT 2025/26
· To review and approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26, subject to completion of the Internal Audit and incorporation of any amendments or recommendations arising.
Resolved: HB proposed, KB seconded. All agreed.
10.5 ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2025/26
· To review and approve the Accounting Statements for 2025/26, subject to completion of the Internal Audit and confirmation or amendment following any updates or recommendations arising.
Resolved: LP proposed, KB seconded. All agreed.
10.6 EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS
· To agree the proposed dates for the exercise of public rights (1 July – 11 August 2026), noting that these dates remain subject to completion of the Internal Audit where required.
Resolved: SB proposed, HB seconded. All agreed.
11. AGREEMENT OF NEW CHAIR FOR BURIAL COMMITTEE
· It was proposed that JB take over as Chair of Burial Committee for 6 months and that LP took over as Chair of Footpaths and Environment Committee for 6 months 
Resolved: FH Proposed. KB seconded. All agreed.
12. 20MPH SPEED LIMIT
· It was proposed that Dorset Council be approached to find out the steps of requesting a 20mph speed limit in Cerne Abbas. The Clerk was asked to contact Highways to find out the steps in this process.
Resolved: JB Proposed. LP seconded. All agreed.
13. ACCOUNTABILITY OF CONTRACTORS WORKING IN THE VILLAGE
· A parishioner had enquired about who had responsibility to ensure contractors working in the village did so in a responsible manner. The Council agreed that this was not the responsibility of Parish Councillors and the Parishioner should be directed to Dorset Highways with any issues relating to contractors. 
14. SCHOOL CROSSING
· There was discussion over the visibility of the red crossing strip that has been painted outside the school. It was felt that the original plans were to include a red triangle as a warning. LP agreed to contact DC to ask if a red triangle can be added to the crossing. 
15. AUREOS PRESENTATION
· This item was moved by the Chair to be dealt with under item 4 – matters arising.
16. REPAIR CAFE
· It was agreed that this project is being covered by Sustainable Cerne. Clerk to contact Repair Café representative and confirm that the Parish Council will not got involved
17. EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC
· Staffing Matter 
MEETING CLOSED
· The meeting was closed at: 9.10pm
