Cerne Valley Parish Council
Minutes of Meeting
Date: 14 May 2026
Location: Cerne Valley Village Hall
Time: Immediately following the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council

1. Apologies for Absence
Apologies were received from: Steve Beresford and Jill Haynes
Resolved: Apologies accepted.

2. Declarations of Interest
Fred Horsington declared an interest in:
· The allotment field
· The planning application relating to Black Hill Farm due to a personal connection 

3. Minutes of Previous Meeting (25 March 2026)
The minutes of 25 March 2026 were reviewed.
Resolved: Approved as a true and accurate record.

4. Matters Arising
No matters were raised that were not covered under the agenda. 


5. Chairman’s Update
The Chair reported:
· Thanks were formally recorded to Paul Ralph for his work on the burial ground. 
· Burial ground extension work continues, including discussions on commissioning a desktop study and archaeological investigation. 
6. Public Discussion Period
No formal public questions were recorded.

7. Dorset Council Report
A report from Jill Haynes had been circulated to full Council. This included:
· Ongoing planning pressures linked to large developments in nearby areas such as Charminster.
· Concerns regarding infrastructure, flooding, and cumulative development impacts. 
Resolved: Noted.

8. Committee Reports
Allotments (KB)
· All plots are now allocated.
· Noticeboard has been installed and well used.
· Polytunnel has been installed.

· Proposal for an annual allotment competition with a £50 voucher prize. 
Resolved: KB proposed. FH seconded. All agreed.
· £50 voucher approved for allotment competition.

Burial Ground 
· Ongoing issues regarding records and burial processes were discussed.
· Need identified for a clearer allocation of responsibilities and improved record keeping (including grave mapping and payment tracking). 
· A contract for bins to been provided in the burial ground has been arranged by Paul Ralph. This is a new service which needs to be closely monitored to ensure there is no abuse of the service provided. 
· New Chair needs to be appointed
Resolved:
· Further work required to clarify responsibilities and update records between new Chair and Clerk.
· Steve Beresford to be approached re taking on position of Chair. Alternative is that Jacqui Bolt takes on this role and Helen Brown takes on the Chair position of Footpaths and Environment. 
· Current bin situation to be assessed and reported back to Council

Car Park (LP)	
· Wheelchair-accessible picnic table has been ordered and installation planned. 
· Investigation needs to take place into terms of the Joju contract (Electric Car Charging point) which the previous Clerk set up. Clerk to discuss contract with LP.  
Resolved: Noted.

Children’s Play Park (MK)
· Weekly inspections ongoing.
· Annual inspection contract is due for renewal. MK proposed that the contract continues with Elite Playground.
Resolved: MK proposed and LP seconded. All agreed
· Continue contract with Elite playground for inspections three times a year






Footpaths & Environment (JB)
· Maintenance work on hedging and paths discussed.
· JB advised that she had been contacted re installing a disabled bay outside a house in the village. JB informed Council that she will contact Dorset Council to enquire on the process for such an installation.
· One post on Duck Street has been painted. MK proposed that the remaining posts were painted and asked for agreement of a spend of £200
Resolved: MK proposed. JB seconded. All agreed
· MK to approach Gary Foote re the painting of the posts on Duck Street.

Burial Ground Extension (FH)
· Update provided from Working Party meeting. Letter proposed to be sent to A Ross in response to his recent e mail.
Resolved: HB proposed. JB seconded. All agreed
· E mail written by BGWG to be sent to A Ross by Clerk.

· Proposed further investigation into planning and legal requirements to take place before progressing burial ground extension work. 
Resolved: FH proposed. LP seconded. All agreed
· Continue investigations including legal and planning considerations. FH to gather together quotes for desk top survey and present to Council in June together with details of quotes for an archaeological investigation..

Planning (FH)
· P/LBC/2026/00236 – 2 The Folly, Cerne Abbas
Resolved: No objection, subject to planning officer approval. 
· P/VOC/2026/01972 – Black Hill Farm Bungalow
Resolved: No objection, subject to planning officer approval.

9. Financial Update
Payments for Authorisation
Payments were presented for approval.
Resolved: FH proposed. JB seconded. All agreed.
All payments for authorisation approved. 

End of Year Summary
The year-end accounts and bank reconciliation were reviewed.
· Closing reconciliation - £27,820.82 noted. 
Resolved: Approved and noted.

10. HR Committee Terms of Reference
Draft Terms of Reference were presented for adoption.
Resolved: JB proposed. KB seconded. All agreed.
Approved for adoption.  

11. Future Use of Cerne Abbas Phone Box
· Suggestions from the Parish include community use such as a refill point, bookstore, information point. There was discussion around who would take responsibility for the custody of the telephone box.  It was suggested that a custodian should first be sought and then ideas put forward to the Parish Council for agreement. 
Resolved:
· Fred Horsington to include a piece in the Parish newsletter which will ask for volunteers to become custodians of the telephone box.  

12. Audit Appointments
Proposal to appoint:
· Barker Fox – Internal Audit
· BDO LLP Ltd – External Audit
Resolved: FH Proposed. JB seconded. All agreed. 
13. Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on:
11 June 2026 at 7:00pm at Godmanstone Village Hall. 

Meeting Closed
The meeting was closed at: 8.30pm
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