Yasmeen Moore – Clerk to the Parish Council

CERNE VALLEY PARISH COUNCIL
07482 520980
clerk@cernevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
www.cernevalleyparishcouncil.gov.uk

Allotment Committee Meeting
Date of Meeting – September 1st 2025 at 1pm
Minutes


Councillors present:
Karen Burghart - Chair
Clare Crosbie
Linda Prowse

Members of the public present:
Janet Dunnet
Wendy White
Lix Exton
Fiona Gooding

1. Apologies for absence
1.1. None
2. DECLARATIONS of pecuniary and other interests
None. 
3. MINUTES OF MEETINGS 
To confirm the minutes of the Allotment Committee Meeting held on 10th April 2025 
All agreed
4. Chair’s Update
Recycling points are currently waiting for collection.
5. Site Inspection and Risk Assessment
Nothing has changed since the last site inspection and risk assessment. 
6. Finance Update
Due to ongoing problems accessing bank accounts a finance update could not be given at this meeting.
7. Items for discussion
Water Usage – A notice will be sent to all allotment tenants re use of water hoses. KB  to send notice
Weeds – KB stated that it is currently difficult to confirm who has paid for their plot due to the bank access issue. Once payment has been established the number of empty plots can be identified and all current plots will then be approached regarding any weed issues. All rules will be formalised and sent out in April 2026. KB to arrange empty plot identification and formalisation of rules. 
Polytunnel – The current polytunnel frame is in a state of disrepair. It was proposed that the current polytunnel should be left as it is and a new polytunnel purchased and located at a different area of the allotment. The existing polytunnel can then be repaired when needed and this will allow there to be two polytunnels at different locations on the allotment. All agreed that this was a good idea and should be placed on the agenda for the next full council meeting. YM to place on agenda.
Plot Availability – There are currently seven plots available. There was discussion around producing a poster to advertise the allotment and the available spaces. KB to produce poster to display around the village and also on the PC website.   

8. gENERAL dISCUSSION pERIOD
Sir Richard Vicker’s Plot – This area now needs attention. It was agreed that a working party would be put together to discuss how to best manage this plot. KB to organise  
Green waste area – This area is now encroaching onto the plots. It was felt that this area may not be being used appropriately. It was agreed that an eye would be kept on this area and if it was felt that it was becoming unmanageable then a small tractor could be arranged to push back the waste. It was also agreed that a notice would be placed in the Parish Magazine reminding people that only allotment waste could be placed in the green waste area. KB to arrange notice.  
New contracts – KB informed the group that the current allotment contracts were not fit for purpose and need to be re-written and re-issued. It was agreed that a working group could be brought together to design the new contracts. YM to place on agenda for next full council meeting
Water butts – It was raised that there may be the possibility of water companies providing water butts free of charge for allotments. KB to contact South West Water to establish whether such a scheme is available. 
Brown Bins – A question was asked regarding where the contents of the brown bins are taken and emptied. KB to find out and report back. 

Items and date for next meeting
Setting up a seed bank
Dogs on leads.
Meeting closed at 1.42pm
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